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New Haven, CT, Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Beinecke MS 27 


Description: ff. 104 - Fifteenth century. Dutch or German? Sewn on six double, tawed cords laced into beech boards and 
pegged in three holes. Endband cores laid in grooves and pegged. There is an inner cover of pink, tawed skin. Over this is a 
chemise of thin, white tawed skin stitched to a heavy outer, tawed pigskin cover which extends about 25 mm. at the head, 
70 mm. at the fore-edge, and was whip-stitched at the edges. The tail edge has been cut down. Two straps are attached to 
the upper cover and tacked to the extending skin at the fore-edge with a narrow, tawed thong. There are two square marks 
where pins were attached to the lower cover. The original sewing cords have broken and have been replaced, a part of the 
book resewn, and part of the chemise pocket cut away. The ends of the fastening straps and the endbands are wanting. - 
Presented to Yale in 1714 by Elihu Yale; believed to be the first illuminated medieval manuscript in any American collegiate 
library. Signature of John Bentley. Several annotations by Ezra Stiles, Professor of Divinity and President of Yale University 
from 1778 to 1795. - Shailor, B. Catalogue of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library, MS 27. 

Notes:-Manuscript on parchment (thick, furry) of Speculum humane salvationis. With Pseudo-Bonaventura, Meditationes de 
passione Christi. 

Number of Parts: 1 - Number of Images Available: 0 

Direct Link: http://ds.lib.berkeley.edu/BeineckeMS27 47 

Language: Latin Country: England Century: 15th 

View a detailed description: http://brbl-net.library.yale.edu/pre1600ms/docs/pre1600.ms027.htm 

View in the Beinecke's Digital Library: http://brbl-dl.library.yale.edu/vufind/Search/Results? 
lookforzBeinecke MS 278type-CallNumber&sort-title 


Part 1: 

Description: - parchment - 280 x 190 (203 x 129) mm. 

Country: England Cardinal point: 

Region: England City: 

Assigned Date: [between 1400 and 1410] Searchable Date Range: 1400 - 1410 
Dated by scribe: No Inscribed Date: 

Document: No Number of Scribes: 


Script: Written by two scribes in similar gothic textura bookhands. Scribe 1 (ff. 1r-90v) in brown ink. Scribe 2 (ff. 91r- 
104v) in a darker ink and more compressed script. A few marginal comments and corrections of 15th-16th centuries. 
Notes: The manuscript originally contained 192 miniatures, of which 29 have been entirely and 1 (f. 53r) partially 
removed. Those remaining are drawn in light brown ink and tinted in brown and yellow washes with touches of red. The 
miniatures on ff. 7r-38v have been redrawn in black ink by a second hand. A dirty tan ground has been added to 
miniatures on ff. 67v and 68r. 2-line calligraphic initials, blue, at the beginning of each chapter and "figura" or type (I- 
initials, 6-10 lines; at the bottom of the page, e.g., f. 29v, the I breaks and runs beneath the lowest line of text), with 
elaborate, angular penwork and flourishes, in red (some, e. g., ff. 17r and 21r, with faces). On ff. 91r-104v 2-line blue 
initials, plain; spaces for some initials, including a 6-line initial on f. 91r, left blank. 1-line red or blue initials, some of the 
blue with red penwork. Capital A's in each Amen alternate red and blue. Guide-letters for initials throughout. Paragraph 
marks, blue. Tituli, inscriptions in miniatures, chapter numbers, and pagination in red throughout. Guide-numbers for 
pagination still visible, especially on ff. 58v-60r. The parchment is worn and dirty, with many torn and slashed folios. 
Apart from the folios which are missing entirely, the upper portions (with miniatures) on ff. 47, 53 and 57 have been 
removed. Binding: Fifteenth century. Dutch or German? Sewn on six double, tawed cords laced into beech boards and 
pegged in three holes. Endband cores laid in grooves and pegged. There is an inner cover of pink, tawed skin. Over this 
is a chemise of thin, white tawed skin stitched to a heavy outer, tawed pigskin cover which extends about 25 mm. at the 
head, 70 mm. at the fore-edge, and was whip-stitched at the edges. The tail edge has been cut down. Two straps are 
attached to the upper cover and tacked to the extending skin at the fore-edge with a narrow, tawed thong. There are 
two square marks where pins were attached to the lower cover. The original sewing cords have broken and have been 
replaced, a part of the book resewn, and part of the chemise pocket cut away. The ends of the fastening straps and the 
endbands are wanting. 


Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: 
Title: Speculum humane salvationis, etc. 


Subjects: Devotional literature, Latin (Medieval and modern); Illumination of books and manuscripts, Medieval.; 
Manuscripts, Medieval--Connecticut--New Haven.; 


Language(s): Latin 
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